
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Council Connections  
Bridging Allegany, Garrett and Washington Counties 
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U.S. Department of Labor 

Employment and Training Administration 

 

Workforce Opportunities for Rural Communities (WORC) Round 5: A Grant 
Initiative for the Appalachia, Delta, and Northern Border Regions 

 

The WORC Initiative provides grant funds to enable impacted communities to develop local and 
regional workforce development solutions aligned with existing economic development strategies 

and community partnerships to promote new, sustainable job opportunities and long-term 
economic vitality. 

 

To learn more about this opportunity, visit this link.  
 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RHkDVKv72Vo5AddW-XnQGA1UkHyLEYsJcZSGr0p4K9IRU068MSmev2lhiZCJXVjEXwPQ1R5nt1fWAGFxdBfOoosJZLEY_SW7cXbfiNNvEM0a1wj8u2P0af7IZ6kbWlvHROceAvAWxrkeO7Wvma3thpH_lPNAtVPW58cSuWyDBhSOYPWpt7-ObDaSbyZ3IZYgU0yABULP04o1JIYykP6FnQ==&c=LucXSPqIbBdqyRzs__NZbiq5sLNtRSGFFapAoxuuiDX6O3LoMJf8gA==&ch=oCNxT6te9kCzQGH65pYyBQnxXcTGZ2fh6ajkhcdW6xDyJZxUzTYx3w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RHkDVKv72Vo5AddW-XnQGA1UkHyLEYsJcZSGr0p4K9IRU068MSmevzLJKGuveXCVPeQzWEe4JQ9vIX-ahQXYJbDhLC7eRTKQ7VLBdltBCks7PIZSgt7LLpFCGrLu8hNHmtVRJayGt9STLt_4himrFw==&c=LucXSPqIbBdqyRzs__NZbiq5sLNtRSGFFapAoxuuiDX6O3LoMJf8gA==&ch=oCNxT6te9kCzQGH65pYyBQnxXcTGZ2fh6ajkhcdW6xDyJZxUzTYx3w==


 

 

 

Value-Added Producer Grants Now Available 

  
MARBIDCO has grant funds available in conjunction with the USDA Value-Added Producer Grant 
Program to help meet USDA’s fund-matching requirement. These grant funds must be used for 

planning or working capital purposes in line with USDA regulations. 
  
These federal grant funds can be used for planning (up to $75,000) or working capital expenses 
(up to $250,000) in accordance with USDA regulations.  

  
Eligible purposes include feasibility studies or business plans, working capital for producing and 

marketing value-added agricultural products, and for farm-based renewable energy projects. 
  
The USDA VAPG offers two options: 

Grant and matching funds can be used for planning activities or for working capital 
expenses related to producing and marketing a value-added agricultural product.  
  
Examples of planning activities include conducting feasibility studies and developing business 

plans for processing and marketing the proposed value-added product. 
  
Examples of working capital expenses include: 

·    Processing costs 

·    Marketing and advertising expenses 

·    Some inventory and salary expenses 

  

The MARBIDCO maximum grant amount is $11,250 for Planning Grants and $25,000 for Working 
Capital Grants. 
  
Eligible applicants must be an independent producer, agricultural producer group, farmer or 
ranch cooperative, or majority-controlled producer-based business venture (all defined terms 
under federal regulations). 

  
The deadline for the MARBIDCO grant application is May 1, 2023 



The deadline for the USDA grant application is May 16, 2023.  
  

Please visit USDA’s Rural Development website for information about the USDA Value Added 
Producer Grant, here.  
  
Visit www.marbidco.org for an application and more information.  
  
Read press release here.  

 
 

  

8(a) Certification Including Doing Business With 

The Federal Government 

April 18, 2023 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

For more details and to Register, follow this link.  
 
 

Effective Marketing Strategies Focusing On Social Media 

April 19, 2023 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

For more details and to Register, follow this link.  
 

Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities  

 

 

  

Tri-County Council for Western Maryland | 301-689-1300  

11 S. Lee Street, Cumberland, MD 21502 | www.tccwmd.org  

   

    

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-NAwwXvwIizhaZwDlVjC2JzehHbdMuumVBQD5ikZstc2exACjk63SJemfqkFScpZiSVenEJ9VuVECvlFNf8ejzRKczlQzI1wTV7wWo_Y1xASfq0KskdNY-zO4nSJEzUzNjLJclMwHIi9ENZLxG5hsHWxXznHNSi1rmwY4Ty3VDnVSu8lsmvwKJLbgQrZpAmOSqXEm6o7QzJ-8SQ1XHe4-2Gm7devnxvM5deetST8q9P3Y4qsy9nNzpkBFyC59yGSGzIXXF2iPcTex6vxq4FVBqqbNStjSMxL00bV5dpzdy2G9rWIIltpag==&c=YLZcRkDZwMts4vKmm_AZkBNG-ZcVmzPrPLn77nZZO366CXGMVub8BQ==&ch=tKBX7LFyx_7MDjZOa3-7Ai5Qf-TfFygvcPTld0zjYYKeDRnU2iKDbQ==
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http://www.tccwmd.org/
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