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USDA Seeks Applications for Loans and Grants to Expand Markets for 

Rural Small Business Owners and Entrepreneurs 

 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Under Secretary Dr. Basil 
Gooden has announced that USDA is accepting applications for loans and grants to expand 
access to new and better markets for rural small business owners and entrepreneurs. 
 

The Department is making approximately $22 million available in funding through the Rural 

Microentrepreneur Assistance Program (RMAP). 
 

Rural businesses with 10 or fewer full-time employees are eligible for RMAP loans and 
technical assistance. USDA also provides RMAP funding to non-profits, Tribes, colleges and 
universities to create revolving loan programs and support training and hands-on support 
for rural microentrepreneurs and microenterprises. 
 

USDA is particularly interested in applications that will advance Biden-Harris Administration 
priorities to: 

• Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to the impacts of climate change 
through economic  

• support to rural communities. 

• Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development (RD) programs 
and benefits from  

• RD-funded projects; and 

• Help rural communities recover economically through more and better market 

opportunities and through  

• improved infrastructure. 
 

Applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural Development State Office where the 
project is located no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on the following dates: 

• First Quarter: Sept. 30, 2024 

• Second Quarter: Dec. 31, 2024 

• Third Quarter: March 31, 2025 

• Fourth Quarter: June 30, 2025 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_c0Eohe0OJnaFZsP1nki_2HC4odOuHJiQdLYgcH5jSL4EL5dl2xrOwAV9S2fc2es41KprxsEZeM50JF0CLOt81A0QXmVoFLXZRwiTeXGNkYJioCbdW7xJFmJx-elnEuicDQhytAAa0S-mXgqGBNAw5ldOpQSLPEW_SijwCpaKszednrF_EfLbeknz0SqnYcSxrYvkHdb3Jmz-xyeQIXxZ2T-qaD3Y4lE6rJyLsreMRjmejmZ3c2zI1fXiQgQMAYhsRkaCEKFyWuhSOJo0YAxcu1CyEw7lP8tx-zqQKUpzqzZiA5iME7FLey7sDtKzr7EQ9vvY6Mtoiy57MZUeGos71h5zip0NaPf2sw44Broc6ErcjsWQYE5CoBDgO6rzCsKWeQ-yX3jl6Qbz3Es7ApPtUYuiS9IhrsE1ycgn03y_LdunGjK8jqHZOUYrVOIe2LZWcNcmOGzb1iIXmeQm240kQ==&c=HKOBPNIXRR9xhivg5EN2e8vs9EHDLpmpH2paBOWPFzxkB_7LIsJd6w==&ch=CvpD9XZnQIWhZUHS22uFl5X0ldUOg3MXVXrK4DqG26I1Kv-2FNUIjA==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_c0Eohe0OJnaFZsP1nki_2HC4odOuHJiQdLYgcH5jSL4EL5dl2xrOwAV9S2fc2es41KprxsEZeM50JF0CLOt81A0QXmVoFLXZRwiTeXGNkYJioCbdW7xJFmJx-elnEuicDQhytAAa0S-mXgqGBNAw5ldOpQSLPEW_SijwCpaKszednrF_EfLbeknz0SqnYcSxrYvkHdb3Jmz-xyeQIXxZ2T-qaD3Y4lE6rJyLsreMRjmejmZ3c2zI1fXiQgQMAYhsRkaCEKFyWuhSOJo0YAxcu1CyEw7lP8tx-zqQKUpzqzZiA5iME7FLey7sDtKzr7EQ9vvY6Mtoiy57MZUeGos71h5zip0NaPf2sw44Broc6ErcjsWQYE5CoBDgO6rzCsKWeQ-yX3jl6Qbz3Es7ApPtUYuiS9IhrsE1ycgn03y_LdunGjK8jqHZOUYrVOIe2LZWcNcmOGzb1iIXmeQm240kQ==&c=HKOBPNIXRR9xhivg5EN2e8vs9EHDLpmpH2paBOWPFzxkB_7LIsJd6w==&ch=CvpD9XZnQIWhZUHS22uFl5X0ldUOg3MXVXrK4DqG26I1Kv-2FNUIjA==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_c0Eohe0OJnaFZsP1nki_2HC4odOuHJiQdLYgcH5jSL4EL5dl2xrOwAV9S2fc2esq1zpEElUjOm0oq3rrgHX8oRFBmIQ7_XXb_ea_SJgehaw568IHIlFMoHEUz4I0XY32FcdPWqe9FRulkzKXYkOT5sx3AkCMa8U7w2tNCx8qQrJEPv2PmdH-9Kt9aVPvRJC4rt4UNhBe85pWhc0293_SYCVQ__l8AKjOmTdmnyR67mF_HyxKQNmPE1MiHWlUPk5d_VwHDZv2YgXUx-1EPUDIRry_-33B1qckIw136-e4MCLGONFo7MZEMJXXSDNgHx5fos2gBP_vBm9rd_nRE_IOHQZ2Gr9m8VcoZ_IgsqFWmlg1LDV40vT75fW3D87HYVajj0A2UUtRw103uzPMKooSmkpkrBeDQ9L_uERK-51UUUXJY49EmbJuvZvjY3nH5fnQKA0QU3vZIUx_QCk0_UhMw==&c=HKOBPNIXRR9xhivg5EN2e8vs9EHDLpmpH2paBOWPFzxkB_7LIsJd6w==&ch=CvpD9XZnQIWhZUHS22uFl5X0ldUOg3MXVXrK4DqG26I1Kv-2FNUIjA==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_c0Eohe0OJnaFZsP1nki_2HC4odOuHJiQdLYgcH5jSL4EL5dl2xrO1dqag8B5oSSqVv4Jw2uBPmNnOPgJKn4XbbadCDlRSyLyrSwY7YKG1Lum4DqLHCV8xp99V-ghkewfuaa9XVo2NoVJUt518kXew==&c=HKOBPNIXRR9xhivg5EN2e8vs9EHDLpmpH2paBOWPFzxkB_7LIsJd6w==&ch=CvpD9XZnQIWhZUHS22uFl5X0ldUOg3MXVXrK4DqG26I1Kv-2FNUIjA==


 

Interested applicants are encouraged to contact their local USDA Rural Development State 
Office well in advance of the application deadline to ask questions about their project, the 

program or the application process. 
 

Additional information is available on page 67411 of the Aug. 20, 2024, Federal Register. 
 

To subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit the GovDelivery subscriber page. 
 
 
 

  
  

  

Business Taxes-What You Don't Know Will Cost You 
September 11, 2024 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

For more details and to Register, follow this link.  
 

100 Survival Tips For Small Businesses 

September 12, 2024 

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM 

For more details and to Register, follow this link.  
 
 
 

Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities 
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