
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Council Connections  
Bridging Allegany, Garrett and Washington Counties 

August 7, 2025 
 

Marketing Grant Applications Now Open for 
Garrett County Small & Ag Businesses 

 
The Garrett County Department of Business Development is now accepting 

applications for two FY26 marketing grant programs designed to support business 
growth and visibility in Garrett County. 

 
1. FY26 Small Business Marketing Grant 

• Available to for-profit, non-agricultural businesses located in Garrett County 
with 25 or fewer employees. 

• Maximum award: $1,000 (reimbursement only) 
• Required match: 10% of total project cost 
• Eligible expenses include: website development, digital ads, print advertising, 

signage, and more. 
Note: FY25 recipients are not eligible to apply for FY26 but may reapply in FY27. 
2. FY26 Agriculture Marketing Grant 

• Available to farms, farm-related businesses, and agricultural organizations 
based in Garrett County. 

• Maximum award: $1,000 (reimbursement only) 
• Required match: 10% of total project cost 
• Eligible expenses include: online marketing, farmers market displays (tables, 

canopies, etc.), advertising, signage, and more 
Note: FY25 recipients are not eligible to apply for FY26 but may reapply in FY27. 
 
 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r9wZxcaqGwgy8-8LShffcZCJjEJuaT1fF4Nt-XCNiYuXv6NpXtk2CLmnyLj9PRGQIurln2eK7xkMQ2Fx_GzBhMJLwI3F3hAikHw==&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==


Important Reminders for Both Programs: 
• Grants are awarded first-come, first-served until funds are exhausted. 
• All purchases must be made after written approval and within the program 

timeline. 
• Proof of payment and purchase is required for reimbursement. 
• Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 
To view complete program guidelines and access application materials, please visit 

the following links: 
FY26 Small Business Marketing Grant 

FY26 Agricultural Marketing Grant 
If you have any questions, we encourage you to reach out directly to the Garrett 

County Department of Business Development at www.garrettcountymd.gov. 
 

Request for Proposals (RFP) 
Professional Grant Writing Services & Grant Implementation 

Western Maryland Brownfields Assessment Grant 
 

Due Date and Time: 
August 29, 2025 by 12:00 noon ET 

 
Deadline to Submit Questions: 

August 12, 2025 by 12:00 noon ET 
 

Deliver documents to: 
Elizabeth Stahlman, Executive Director 

Tri County Council for Western Maryland 
Cumberland, MD 21502 
elizabeth@tccwmd.org 

 

Introduction & Background 
The Tri County Council for Western Maryland is seeking a qualified environmental 

and/or planning consulting firm to provide assistance with: 
 

(1) Development and submission of an application for an EPA Brownfields Assessment 
Coalition grant on behalf of Tri County Council for Western Maryland for 

environmental assessment, planning, and community engagement activities in the 
target areas of Washington, Allegany, and Garrett Counties in Maryland. 

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1hjNu3uSvE_WGDe-Y27btjtE-D5rhNyFRdyYQG3bpJwRHtUvZkwMW_AYmtdqU9LeX9aYNBrHbfUqFcxtqLKKnIaeuTPz0eUs9rggLwGgYAAGqhV64rYuO29T9CLs7OmcoSgq4KPsDcyhpuzoC0C-4FAPi3HaxaZ3TSg0-Vk1kUxE=&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1sdehYTBbOsU7Ad4wW98_LMVZTwZ_KB9rimYkpJ9aSu5X0U2fS5pN9honZDsWahuipuuOfNuegmp0W6Oq5euDt8ymU-_U_ZpirbITOhmj-Jm10K3elW81zhqSY4vp3JeTJ9bFXXMkSnQVncLnxLGG6iN-r0PpMA0S1spqQDBC9Uc=&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1IRKwl6NOn0TFERn0qp9wJkcNtnH138o_bwhqnE6HvLgxdScp_oCw8tY3cDQKZZ3EAMI3VnL01g5eB2HnrE13mMPvKTlktAN0&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
mailto:elizabeth@tccwmd.org


(2) Implementation of the environmental assessment, planning, and community 
engagement activities should the EPA Brownfields Assessment be awarded. 

 
The U.S. EPA defines brownfields as "properties that contain or may contain a 

hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant, complicating efforts to expand, 
redevelop or reuse them." Tri County Council for Western Maryland is seeking funding 
from the U.S. EPA for assessment, community engagement, and planning activities on 

brownfields sites in areas identified as target areas and throughout its geographic 
service area. Tri County Council for Western Maryland will be the lead project 

manager of the intended grant award. 
 

Follow this link for complete details. 
 

 

 

Tri-County Council for Western Maryland Seeking Responses to Regional Business 
Loan Programs' Survey 

 
The Tri-County Council for Western Maryland (TCCWMD) is reaching out to the 

business community in Garrett, Allegany, and Washington counties because your 
feedback is important! We hope you’ll take 5 minutes to complete this short survey 

by Friday August 15th. 
 

The TCCWMD is embarking on a journey to examine its business loan programs and 
the purpose behind its role as a financial lender in the region. Your input in this 

process is critical. 
 

The TCCWMD has served this region for over 50 years, supporting regional economic 
and community development initiatives throughout Garrett, Allegany, and 

Washington counties. It has evolved, adapted, and grown over that time, and 
TCCWMD knows it must continue to do so to ensure the needs of our region are 

addressed in a strategic, impactful, and intentional way. 
 

With that in mind, TCCWMD has hired PPR Strategies to support its efforts to 
examine its two loan programs - the Revolving Loan Program and the SLoT program. 

TCCWMD's goal through this process is to clearly define its role and purpose in 
supporting small businesses and entrepreneurs in Western Maryland to ensure its 

loan programs are designed to address real needs and financing gaps in the 
communities it serves. 

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1gOSmiS1w6aAkJlDJWGI_-f6gG4ZwMfzJCBJDt262gncwbHDQ3BiLAzAnAvDrlSiKpi08fIDz-LmaPZNpePPGAaVnxboJUal7XnFQyxt3vRQoB9khZa-Jmfto-2hqa7jejQ_uSVjqSVSutilrQPExxi_JwO7S42t72ugRzHhDOm4=&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://ncw4l6dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rmzL8J9B9JJzZZ8vkYJkbly0Q2sq_RXdMIUjYiB_WJ4SVVTIrsnixZoDX43qSeKLScmbmt5i2Q7Y1q3rDUxMcVA0KYm2hZ9Hkpi0Ll-mAlii2dHlQoE9lseQkUTFOtSfMDk_8TCv8vkCdiBMa5ek5jmn8Kuz8WHIj2kvsSsWKboq4BrlFtnPQRnkTiXuzd4N&c=cwaMKCQnQN3ntZ7DHmtYKmYOjbpl5_O42DUIUT5olUn7iso1fwG9lA==&ch=DW4FGe-vuxP5Vs23CxWriTvbGrpXU_nv7-E0bDiuf6oNc3AfdRnXnw==
https://ncw4l6dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rmzL8J9B9JJzZZ8vkYJkbly0Q2sq_RXdMIUjYiB_WJ4SVVTIrsnixZoDX43qSeKLB4numMIsefcavSG-A8VLgbW359HKgoZTIBZzaNFXxMmWr-n0K-sI5_ygzMvkvadS5r7fcQJQYOZaUOP4rYoEH7i8BYV8nrjC&c=cwaMKCQnQN3ntZ7DHmtYKmYOjbpl5_O42DUIUT5olUn7iso1fwG9lA==&ch=DW4FGe-vuxP5Vs23CxWriTvbGrpXU_nv7-E0bDiuf6oNc3AfdRnXnw==


That’s why we need to hear from you! Input from the business community will help us 
better understand business financing needs in our region and how TCCWMD can 

adapt its programs and engagement in the region to meet your needs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARC is excited to co-host our annual conference, Appalachian Places: Growing Local 
Economies, with the State of Maryland. Join us at Frostburg State 

University in Frostburg, Maryland on October 6-7, 2025! 
 

Registration will open today at 3:00pm. 
 

This year, our annual conference will focus on growing place-based economies. 
Attendees will hear from Appalachian leaders on these programming tracks: 

• Creating Paths for Future Success 
• Leveraging Local Assets to Drive Economies 
• Training Workers for Shifting Economies 
• Igniting Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
• Fostering Community Well-Being 

 

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r9w_sp38wybgF5VfLLrrFlYw1GEuaxpT50QD3yXKRnHj26lDeHDnlJZvahkuwu6MBsH0P9ebkQTs2GTPyuaQ7TTEG2U63Bx92clEEVAXXOV6ExQJM3PHFFQMOqItL02gUdheDcAbBqKQmN7KaYEmphZLJSYIxLNqPTNOm1-fOx79BlLPhn8hQb7EyMaTZb6sLDTTsnaMRbWpU0UL6wfy1bP4AKvlqrLdtG8BvLhVPO2ZL_ZMt_EQQ52JLBbhnQwZxiiBVEl9rA2Gf6j7Cq2jlIwjd1PHRh6YjrbnsFRr8iL5gzTDZlM1jR-yaOtmWp8pFFeO832s7AHG0qFickr2xSPU1ctppHGkhaNDKCwklDzbqvsOnn6iBp9c=&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==


 

  

Cybersecurity: Building Out with Strategy 2025 for the Remainder of the Year 
August 20, 2025 

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Cost: Free 

For more details and to Register, follow this link. 
 
 

The One Big Beautiful Bill For Business Owners 
August 25, 2025 

11:00 AM - 12:15 PM 
Cost: Free 

For more details and to Register, follow this link. 
 
 

Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities 
 

 

 

Tri-County Council for Western Maryland | 301-689-1300 
11 S. Lee Street, Cumberland, MD 21502 | www.tccwmd.org 

 

  
 

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1GvRPgUsDkLfPt_LuZuEmjzohhXR7jkxZDBpWRpVogKesPDWEeJvRYUpZnnppr7FFS7bo2Vrws1ySiZCUjjKG1M9_ov-qfLgLyVf-giWwZGhkhUN-XnSiHA==&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r96MtGq4nqTI1dZH5mhEiMMBlRiPhUPp9EhRRAX9dhKyjLqQY00CafDH-a5VCsPcaIkB00jEK8w2Uj5uCI5zBRvQXjy9XQMtuwyDNVs7qGXV3GK2Vzw_stiP1pJW3sbyf_w==&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r9yUJjWO6lXDY8OYSEIxRv8wV3KE3bRgQ6MBbmeq3Nqd5c_wvbHEN7sB-KFLj03hZbsydJEoPREzB0Nfap-pi0IL_78X-8T2AqhowyLY3NKopBKI-sZeRvz1aR8hoCAyzXw0X90owslAs&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
http://www.tccwmd.org/
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r986f-tyNFFopTsHQ8S6P5BDsdhUUV5dB2D_TTKfFkBoagn0LUw4rez8w952wSh7m2GrDbV-DGW3PbXx-lFD-H9VgJMh-INx8fYLUmSKRWJJw2HEyudRju8g6MH1PUKJ7M7zHCNuwNCuY&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF-LFg0zneu_YdYlBJurveEmWaeDdQzRLyfh9ncpIgUP6sEoXc4r92MqWQu_1lNm_zAZGaZxNYWPGdQbCjgDSmUEfClifGwD0DAKfNd3Je7bzKvtqQLyrtvtJIrzoFUWm0oCfd38UtvfZruUTWrWEEXlQpP_82Xm&c=3nKtEoLUw0C6Ua7_xwV3KVKcNKdGES2fBYdqKmQp6FgwTAgMgaPuvw==&ch=TdLErrruFc21MWsJwwnaj9rjCCWXs0tYupmXh_keUJpGA3iANaGIZg==

