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Your voict
crafts our visic

Share your experience building a business in Western Maryland.

Western Maryland Entrepreneurial Landscape Survey

The TCCWMD is committed to strengthening our regional economy by better
supporting the entrepreneurs and organizations that make it thrive. To do this
effectively, we need to hear directly from you.

We have partnered with an independent nonprofit organization, Bridging Innovation
Institute, to conduct a comprehensive survey of our entrepreneurial ecosystem. Your
feedback is essential to helping us understand current challenges and inform a
broader strategy to ensure our community has access to accurate, actionable
information.



https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4jQ-ie9BjKjdCuT_Sf14hspcAeBZ5AdIUj9_M5aZEgUUb6d1eELwpnJupXAZU_JLvfDF6vFxnyribiOHEzxaMKPG5Vcn1zj-zZuz9VKizueVCH9tz1-eMc=&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4jQ-ie9BjKjdCuT_Sf14hspcAeBZ5AdIUj9_M5aZEgUUb6d1eELwpnJupXAZU_JLvfDF6vFxnyribiOHEzxaMKPG5Vcn1zj-zZuz9VKizueVCH9tz1-eMc=&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU9Ccsg6RJtxxAtzBmwJSkhlX527n_AHR8o-eQ7EWiCJ72GgcwYSk9a3bSDV0mfLChUjTrMrlzMSaTieUjm_PtqkRfvdu8gYVCA==&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==

Your Privacy is Our Priority: To ensure an objective and impartial assessment, this
survey is being managed entirely by our independent partner. All results will be
provided back to the TCCWMD only as aggregate, non-identified data. Your individual
responses will remain confidential and will not be linked to your identity.

Take the Survey Here

The survey will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete and will close on May 15.

Whether you are an active business owner or a support organization, your voice is a
critical foundation for our future strategy. Thank you for your time and your
dedication to our community.
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) signed into law on July 4, 2025
made Opportunity Zones (0Zs) a permanent feature of the tax code. First introduced
in 2017, OZs are federally designated, economically distressed census tracts where
investors can receive special tax incentives for putting capital into local development
projects. The next round of zone designations kicks off July 1, 2026, when state
governors begin a 90-day nomination window. New zones will subsequently take
effect January 1, 2027 and last through December 31, 2036.

There are some key changes from OZ 1.0 to OZ 2.0. The biggest are that the program
is now permanent, with zones redesignated every ten years, and eligibility has been
tightened.

These resources, provided by NADO (National Association of Development
Organizations), include a variety of information on Opportunity Zones, including
background information, updates on the designation process, mapping and data tools
to support informed planning and decision making, and materials about local planning
and implementation considerations.

Review the Opportunity Zone 2.0 Resource Guide



https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4jQ-ie9BjKj4GSKECtBhVQkklraiQALPEXhExj7_8hrV-_dHbFTORmHtRaQSV_vUTk-v602PPK3YCwACl-009ZfamPBFjx25dsq-yVnoOsnXKK6urjSbqJAGXQdC46uq0IbN8qyRm9poyhTClZjNZhcqB8VlYVm2227KhQ2HzB3rQ4cKkGFabI=&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
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https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4jQ-ie9BjKjjN5dgm2xa4Tka_Eze_Za6PHaieZ3VjgowVrBU0V-hE_vpAgS2tmzLP0XVV7zOlLfPLnOmBa8oiJjc-qOJqCE4MvnpNwHQSLHSZrSfqhaCnz4zMEP3tprG0C8r_VmGRQyr3YQNt0c3faS8NFEvD4pTw==&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU13mYPphgffeHHXZL81CCRJMtt3XDtmC4Cgv3Wid9CKVMvV3fNrmn_u8Lf8bGOWhUFu721-asNIXVanxpiQw2Ew7baLnD93wsw==&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4jQ-ie9BjKjsN6EdOfOb1YYmCwD3mvLjx2eVCipMDrUJvNjrIWjO41dizRAdLMHUTn8Hbs7-4vhAph0H-SvyGurnEwjc1GW6BLvwlaphOCKgPLG2Y7lW2AmfJr05WNL23QtPrtVp0YVmtPFXnnzpHE=&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4NULg-dhS9ABFEqu-u5005KWKZVGbSqAdOU9-kolX7soFzVWu-cvShmDPtr6W5AFkH8ENgJPePIdlWhznzrTHUlAxEmoErBLRa5GdFzI4JIFmxXzPIjHI4-rv_VYhr0sPvqYZ6a1sCF5MaRvCyGDUfTag-WdfT6afRAxp6xdd9mQhssVGq2l9f9v-JPQEpD-itWe5S2faAx0s2EvIn2fe2wmJma_oby-uVfwQm8fokPYLBgIAY40iaYyVhNrVKIt5kDTkn6H4faDNlhux573OL68gS5bjDqtA==&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==

Amazon Web Services
Al Pitch Competition

Sponsored by AWS & PREDICTIf

—

aWs  prepicTi) SBDC @ AOSTBURG

MARYLAND STATE UNIVERSITY

Thursday, May 14, 2026, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Western Maryland Works,
37 Lane Ave,, LaVale, Maryland 21505.

Hosted by Maryland SBDC and Frostburg State University
Serving Garrett, Allegany and Washington Counties in Maryland

This isn't your typical pitch competition. The Al Showcase is a curated experience designed to
spotlight visionary organizations doing extraordinary things. Handpicked for their innovation
and potential, each participating team will present a challenge or concept - ranging from fully
formed Al initiatives to early-stage ideas in need of technical support.

In front of a panel of AWS industry experts, showcase participants receive real-time feedback,
guidance, and up to $50,000 in AWS and PREDICTif services to help bring their vision to life.
Up to 10 finalists will compete for up to $50K in AWS & PREDICTIf services. Join top Al
innovators as they present their groundbreaking solutions to a panel of expert judges.
Experience the future of Al in Maryland. Free to attend: Registration is required and limited to
110 attendees.

Register to attend: https://mdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/18502

Applications are open from April 1 to April 30, 2026.
Entry deadline is April 30th at 11:59 p.m. (EST).

Email full application materials to jdbroadwater@frostburg.edu

Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities

Tri-County Council for Western Maryland | 301-689-1300

11 S. Lee Street, Cumberland, MD 21502 |

f



https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU9fKaWWg5F7rKhwy55Obdhhypz6DbVt-VQB5R2mPPGio2Wivdz7VeO5tPk-sn1bvyQjdeRzQkToQea2GsOyTomsA09FoKearlwCnnSn1dhi4Q0ikk20oVJEInS9MVUloKNRULV4hkpyN&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
http://www.tccwmd.org/
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU4NULg-dhS9Ay0iSnvMyN3off04qGQVKLQi7vTiTTwWDny__BsuLRTEZnd48EETrU55gCicBpmG44mVhxpcanuznAnWdRdwTX4f_1O2yIKjKvVI-3cNf-3mvdL2UvirGOVSsxwx-vvWzhqfi6NRDtgmWNsWSYoWJ_jecgUztpEabZYx-U-Bp9Ho=&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108vOWZXc9K7Fz79U8CIhPbP9uJqwRxfwxjZVVK4sjWt_g8HMKWQqU-W5Q1MV5V3BP8bNMvumWt-rHasnDEmcXB1P3RUChcEft8q7uFfP2Cp4Og1bH-nGr24SydlrBBlL9k-gRLOCTogK0cm33T4NwD-Ku3HtTylM&c=LZ_QKtC_WzUhY-sC7hYrSUUAJXcOYVUZ5Yc6xpWwfg54U4klvJyKnQ==&ch=tMIKG7TQhN6hBcj7kRTfDxquWM9yOeIescp_LtUNA9ZOTxd68OJsng==



