
 

 

 

 

  

 

Council Connections 
Bridging Allegany, Garrett and Washington Counties 

June 11, 2026 
 

 

  

Help Shape the Future of Rural Maryland 
 

 The Rural Maryland Council is asking residents, business owners, and 
community leaders to share their experiences in a quick 10-minute survey. 

 
Your input will guide legislative advocacy, strengthen program priorities, and 

inform future funding decisions for the Rural Maryland Capacity Building Fund 
and two grant programs—the Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural 

Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) and the Rural Maryland Prosperity 
Investment Fund (RMPIF). 

 
What Your Feedback Supports 
·     Local economic development 

·     Rural health and wellness 
·     Agriculture and natural resources 

·     Broadband & infrastructure investments 
·     Small business and workforce development 

 
Make an Impact in Minutes — Take the Survey! 

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBVHYcOnWX5CqgIPt-xnOh-g_D5ZI7bRaTF024Emf8j_Z5hEp0TP2q3fw07EScGQw4qSmmxjbDLgWc48pxeqCSVb0tv893zin1A==&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5fau5ulz_uZW0uoEIi0dLguhP6iAuuWT6Bb2JO98ikGwv3WQu7KhQ0FC5dFvEdrRgbRqB-Trx1HOZsV4NCB-1swWAcQks3dPZ-&c=&ch=


Your voice. Your community. Your future. 
Scan the QR code 

 

  

 

  

Appalachian Regional Commission Invests  
in Strengthening Western Maryland 

 

  

 

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) has made a series of recent 
investments in the long-term economic future of Western Maryland. Earlier this 

year, more than $685,000 in strategic funding was awarded to five projects across 
Allegany and Garrett counties, supporting everything from entrepreneurship and 

workforce development to arts, infrastructure, and economic development 
planning. 

 
These grants are part of larger efforts to strengthen small businesses, modernize 

infrastructure, and create new opportunities for residents across the Appalachian 
region. Established in 1965 as a partnership between the federal government and 
423 counties across 13 Appalachian states, ARC directs funding toward projects 

that address economic disparities and growth potential within these regions. 
Rather than a one-size-fits-all approach, ARC works directly with state and local 
partners to identify investments that have lasting impacts and are best suited to 

meet the diverse needs of each individual community. 
 

During more than 60 years in operation, ARC has made nearly 35,000 targeted 
investments and invested more than $6.1 billion in the Appalachian region. In 

Maryland alone, the agency has supported 23 projects totaling $4.8 million just 
during the last fiscal year. The partnership between ARC and the State of 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBbx6uOghF9PwzOWv1ValLiD5iNBMM4bVoGuGjMmKLvxN6wUM7XuqndnFZLiWXw-8AM2M4nhGjL3OnGcFOoAi16mVr_nyYj4s2w==&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5fmD8M1jykHmXAAXGxwfkxBKO65U0vpovMUGik-oh_BlWGvNQYuSJ5UcAZPZ42HfEhosDNJj5kh1P_KKASgAc0pVADNAiEu27uSnHTed7no7G2LgiC_ZOOewhZUR1f6lyd&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5fmD8M1jykHmXAAXGxwfkxBKO65U0vpovMUGik-oh_BlWGvNQYuSJ5UcAZPZ42HfEhosDNJj5kh1P_KKASgAc0pVADNAiEu27uSnHTed7no7G2LgiC_ZOOewhZUR1f6lyd&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBekIuSrT8wxxZaF5WPekhoCpyETTbaUYJdLQS7ZCpxkrFieylBBhP7YUSVMOICX6MNHa5kp-AgrlaWLXywI4mALIAyeEplH7mI7Jhp65QWEblGOTLAWF7ONbh1M36ch3ONteI1h-y2NT&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBekIuSrT8wxxZaF5WPekhoCpyETTbaUYJdLQS7ZCpxkrFieylBBhP7YUSVMOICX6MNHa5kp-AgrlaWLXywI4mALIAyeEplH7mI7Jhp65QWEblGOTLAWF7ONbh1M36ch3ONteI1h-y2NT&c=&ch=


Maryland also works to train and educate 1,900 students and workers, as well as 
benefit 251,000 residents across Garrett, Allegany and Washington counties. 

 
The allotted investments for the state include funding for Allegany College of 

Maryland to expand access to capital for rural businesses; upgrades to water and 
wastewater systems in Garrett County; and the creation of a professional 

recording studio at Frostburg State University. Other funded efforts, like an 
economic impact study for future development of the City of Cumberland, will 

help play a role in the economic longevity of these communities. 
 

Maryland Department of Commerce Press Release 
Learn more about ARC’s Investment Priorities for Appalachia 

 
 
 

  

Standing Out in a Crowded Marketplace 
June 16, 2026 

1:00PM - 2:00PM 
Cost: Free 

For more details and to Register, follow this link. 
 

Your Customers Are Asking ChatGPT - How To Make Sure They  
Find You In Their Results 

June 18, 2026 
1:00AM - 2:00PM 

Cost: Free 
For more details and to Register, follow this link. 

 
Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities 

 

 

 

Tri-County Council for Western Maryland | 301-689-1300 
11 S. Lee Street, Cumberland, MD 21502 | www.tccwmd.org 

 

   

 

 
   

   

 

https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5f63rXbXk-fZdJOpXv3S6XytVkaXt07ATIc7w8YHLR1NR26hZmwkkWvGnZbuq-ym_G1Ba4J6ZbXcLfIvcMO0etiuaBuN4pqt78P0CBnRWyYdTN4Hc4cYxQbukLe7poq5gvxRdUnhSIEGnvchnbd7Vxku2egDxy_stg7B8bepyMpytHpN_MTnXx3cCT5rjags54p1rW7mvrD80=&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5f8S0YneCHhHIeA8jpcFx3IFls6U66BsLDgG54V0YgfDwMjSvv8YjAyq1TFMFF1z85sqDmcSFTDVQIgVcBuIeNVlrU6CXpAnGNzlC8u3Plz9nmj_Uj0wk1IQ==&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5f2Ujs9ZKVcd9YD6_SC2039w-poRnDQMRlJwMLnrUZXpm4LmiZNECLoz_E5yZVi2mvDxHPLjcmIQq8gIVqRdCGoErbFqYV89iTtxYKKrokvXWTDx943uvAzB4O0b7d65PwPFidHmCsIlQ=&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBa7ha5bnjG5fzAVBmx12Dz95pJGzJRGBG0-mbhc3vl0Kn7hbf3izqoHRmYQNYrNBJtG2qpyk2x9Z-OGPdgjC7xaS3AQDzwshXL1jgexz6jZDJZ4SnRMi1P_v_4TS5blV41rBae8fnCxp2TpOiK9nUHU=&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBQmNoPKYm2l3TW3fkmcFLOGfWzUFr75gYsONZDI-W5f07l3pK1DRa94XDeErEw2npfidFKk5KYz1VZ4ieKF5qWx2r8YK9k3kb5Rbr-Q5dbjMXULhqfZ4zTECSiON5DbidfZR3AdrHFov&c=&ch=
http://www.tccwmd.org/
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d_Ewnml8EVkLw3k5_QuQqmwbKdc3QTJk4g3on7CacAOv4HJyY6elBTIrfM_LAYq5OqLeMH9Rb_wbEl2xu7Bcqj6aRDCHa7IhpHSK3IsQM2ROjsQHhCABPbY43Wv31hHnhcscsFpz5ZEPXIfA4fICN3kV0ZLEUow2&c=&ch=



