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Governor Moore Announces Fiscal Year 2027 Application Round
for NourishMD Grant Program

ANNAPOLIS, MD - Governor Wes Moore today announced that the Fiscal Year
2027 application round for the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s NourishMD Grant Program will open on September 22, 2026.
NourishMD will provide approximately $3.67 million in grants to support the
development, stabilization, and expansion of retail outlets that provide fresh food
in Maryland’s food deserts — areas where residents have limited or no access to
nutritious food options.

“Where you live should not limit your ability to put fresh and nutritious foods on
the table,” said Gov. Moore. “Thanks to the NourishMD program, our
administration is tackling food insecurity by delivering food to the communities
that need it the most, while addressing nutritional gaps and childhood hunger
and ensuring no one is left behind.”



https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_PXQZEWgM-WXmVMMrP3G6zy7_bizyn78B3cVXkXCrRguZpZsw6vcFEvs9ekm2KmhPhZS177--polPTvgCO7qJtRqOcFAhywEOEgPoHEiXCf4o3bwaWlypoM1hMHNEX1Ic4QvgjfQK5iOuxU8Ip7Uw9eGMPrqSz_QJ86qlMxDVhGwQjq-odeyAzgW09wc-c0iHhGjqBvyTt-sSG0-pUyWkriezolRskf1pa21W_sZ9A7MIC_z3fIVcKHfd8y6JV3TyuH8G-weK6Jht7A9ZBU3D2PkSHjpO2YR3Omj7jhBW9s2rR_aUKGIq1Eb6PJ-0aZiKdCi9U9AEBGXjfrL7IdUtThkMiEP_hivpkc-vJpGiO_nJ2oowVEUM9VnFO94jMVIdhkUcG8gKg8-DvTOryZL4C-PaTjCrx5prs9RmeGpoZ9CON2ZQ7_eLTXXBX4Vz42kbb0UqnJKmVx8coL5Qo2Sf69mNq6ZQAC0mFXDjBWzMdrmAw2w44zdRtBdOgTCoeO3jW3AHv3odOKuA0LiYQ86U9zId5IyQb0LYAyDB85cEoXTGtAV3YQYJfIiNNvgiDO4CMKJtcD9KMGCjluTjUH5mSVpq8Zj2V8b6VbLw9vhahq4gRvmKeZwtL2t0O1TkqWjjbZ_EUZ-_cNrlf0gkWOMaOb-WA6ZQEYznKaGyTAtVGCxYO9sl8hpA==&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_PXQZEWgM-WXmVMMrP3G6zy7_bizyn78B3cVXkXCrRguZpZsw6vcGXVD8R_HiVE0kKTDCA880v2fio4MNki4XEgmdgS6A-wus-0dErZ5Acy8pfjlf0lziwb9k_NwfYP-yTRBfHGAMZ92BMEBpC6RA==&c=&ch=

The NourishMD Grant Program provides eligible food retailers with grants
between $25,000 and $150,000 for capital-related needs such as infrastructure
and technology, facility upgrades, and equipment purchases. Eligible food retail

businesses must be located in an area with a Fresh Food Gap Score of 65% or
higher as provided by the Maryland Community Compass, an initiative of the
Governor’s Innovation Team. In the program’s pilot round, retailers were awarded
a combined $3.64 million in grants to expand fresh and healthy food access in
target communities.

To maximize efficiency and provide targeted technical assistance, the Fiscal Year
2027 NourishMD Grant Program application is split into two distinct phases.
Interested businesses must first submit an eligibility application to verify baseline
eligibility and measure community need. Eligible approved applicants will
proceed to the comprehensive project application phase, where they will submit
a full application to be considered for funding. Awards will be provided on a
competitive basis, with special focus given to applicants in Sustainable
Communities, Just Communities or communities where poverty is highly
concentrated as demonstrated by ENOUGH Initiative eligibility.

Eligibility applications are due by November 2, 2026.

“Whether the cause is disinvestment, distance, or disrepair, too many Maryland
neighborhoods and communities are impacted by lack of access to varied and
nutritional food choices,” said Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development Secretary Jake Day. “NourishMD supports businesses and nonprofit
organizations seeking to create oases within food deserts that provide both
quality in product and equality in access.”

The NourishMD Grant Program is supported by a partnership with the Maryland
Department of Agriculture’s Maryland Market Money Program (MMM). The MMM
program provides a dollar-for-dollar match for purchases made using federal
nutrition benefits at participating Maryland farmers markets, farm stands, and
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) while providing technical assistance,
training, marketing, and additional services to stakeholders.

“The successful first round of NourishMD grants showed what is possible when
we invest in stronger local food systems and better access to fresh, nutritious
food,” said Maryland Secretary of Agriculture Kevin Atticks. “Building on that
momentum, our continued partnership through Maryland Market Money will help
stretch families’ food dollars, strengthen connections with local farmers and
producers, and ensure more Maryland communities have access to the healthy
food they deserve.”



https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_PXQZEWgM-WXmVMMrP3G6zy7_bizyn78B3cVXkXCrRguZpZsw6vcFEvs9ekm2KmTu5v1Dh1AOuzazqwZF244r4xwcMQK2-XsvYg6y6qgxYIbHOYBOjHfGEJuGUKV23P2t564sJ9jLjxIW6aI0fSa4_eJVsFU0NjA-Z7c8IDYZY2XgiH22jsPlmPQZ6I0supPaDcQJ99UmV5HtTWN7_oMFwN68HYLs0nx1z3TjxXand7A4tuNRF1rB1K_zdkLRBoQH6ot0KX5LX6_nPZgAeSNzy4gbMQsmGwVSO470gjrGiwKiSnxXZ4457pNo7vP2raINBPVsQ6yHiD1kgCR-ea1LYemLFo2zYRppgtG1v9llAFn0vp-4XzYRgZrB3LQS5vqAheKYfJUkvYVN-wf7NoreI23DNkhNctuynZ6izLWWDlM5WaotECKJcfetUXrOCt9ZEQsruiInvfTltaQHpA0nC3XgtlcCeOYFMN9lU24Yu9rFylwRgFeyNN_jGccbMpWE1QIwy9CfS412GNj_Cq0DbUOFr3HuIdCaL6wwXLXPoCTnF2E83W-QxBwC31i2T7fu-SJdwcUwfPsgenMuvNq5SwansDZZlsvzLZWfMoEE2atzQ20OesLLmm7VpEBRblQk_akTN0gIAMUvap2G0z3ztnNANQ4PiMDCGBB8FhzdgvHYkPkFGFWg==&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_PXQZEWgM-WXmVMMrP3G6zy7_bizyn78B3cVXkXCrRguZpZsw6vcFEvs9ekm2KmuLMasNFuaDDAs3KNPPHg46FEntMZgWV-l4xRoHBi0xi6rG_GYV1zTae-KKtmfhOdhC5mptbxFCQksYug1LZ0QWd63Ul3K4oSAro0JXO5rT5gGFAlE41QFy6SPl0G2aVphnXGDo_wlGMmF15IIASL6JKnLHObHUtfggbdoLNn-ra5ctFyklVQTsnm2RLFUPeDcHqAVUc_HIL7BbqR682-ayVeNSRMGyReHFIrpx5k7NIt4vemipX8xJ6jbmzxCkVu8CZpv9hTR0IpvHcn6R3AMS8WeZe-AdDD2hxAs6t52PTdkyn1ZbSsjlTfbLbRTC7I2WeXeuTsmBf7WI6Qqwg8N-aaUWwaCluYO-2ABKa6Xin-KQLaY_fYAfGfoE2UIMrjCJAEUK_0BndurPJ20zqBbH1xzuIaJP5z8_SitGGE30cAas8z_f6S6_3tLrxYAyJsk0ATcJsSr1SNTpK14kJxSIz8b7utE9S7JBjkxH20sDYENBF1Mj4Ul-Pcac-UTRa_ALqbfqvdo7iLK5EOz8qYKmzDsO44_JsQCVOxPMkoTzKEfcssLuVa5m_vz1SfNV3BsToRfUSUJjhFu-0GTSSBxpFGEhDjuDTX&c=&ch=
https://9e5i4leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_PXQZEWgM-WXmVMMrP3G6zy7_bizyn78B3cVXkXCrRguZpZsw6vcFEvs9ekm2KmJG83MQfbQ6hqHEnPitf4QZk8gFG8jEFjF9shXyM-qKwrbfXAcgOqzTc_z-EvkdD5u-teYUTi8YbppQzLFrXDyDHMIyEGYT43Tf5-sc837L4L3VIALwQtdmvUu4i1qzm9QNfDwY-752OmDoWOGf7BpCWoVEZgwT5sVoER1M3RUX-chYVE0jyjPDBgsdcPUKHR_QShZgSQ8JJ4VJfPN9t2PDiYJ8zI9ObXu4SaqVBZgH4t3bZrZGUWv487ksIMA-dMvfex0OnnoK_U_5KJUROXrp0AULZh-BT1tsNnGK-NhQCOZn7E8dsEZL5wo2PzKFyP7dSbpeuOWgnZwVPdCnIecUqB9ckiGQ7kphrJLmkHrEUhu63LrGQUQse1l7Fp6N66gz2TNfZn2FD3G9wQL5UpFV_QEiufqsQ9gxWaE1wMk0b9mUUwF9rbw89OiJEtOW42YjiqNMUjK1-K-a_OfKrTuVKE5IuMxM0kU6SDYjL4VsPgoKTpRWDzVgBRF4ij3t1cHod_60JUXN1soOhGVUznrbKxno3pB_RUU9DgzqnAek5smh3UoPBlrfbUG6WOUe3j&c=&ch=

The NourishMD Grant Program awards are supported by $1.67 million through
Maryland’s Rural Health Transformation Program, a Maryland Department of
Health initiative to deploy federal funds to improve health outcomes in rural areas
across the state. The Rural Health Transformation Program funding will ensure
rural Maryland communities have equitable access to NourishMD grants and
enhance the Moore-Miller Administration’s efforts to bolster health care
opportunities and affordability in Maryland’s rural communities.

"Improving health outcomes begins with the food on our tables, and NourishMD

is avital tool in that mission," said Maryland Department of Health Secretary Dr.

Meena Seshamani. "Investing in food access breaks down barriers to nutrition in

our rural communities. We are not only funding infrastructure; we are fostering a

healthier, more equitable future in which access to fresh food is a reality for every
Marylander, regardless of where they live."

To learn more about eligibility and to apply for the NourishMD Grant Program,
visit the Department’s website.

[The Maryland Rural Health Transformation Program is supported by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a
financial assistance award totaling $168,180,837.61 with 100 percent funded by CMS/HHS. The
contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an
endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S. Government.]
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Click the above image for SPARK Tank 2026 Details and Application Information
Application Deadline: September 20, 2026
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Building Business & Personal Credit for Small Businesses
September 15, 2026
10:30AM - 11:30AM
Cost: Free
For more details and to Register, follow this link.

Visit the SBDC Training Calendar for more Event Opportunities
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